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hop adwades U.S. health insmce 
By Chriaopher Connell 
-h* 

joining Ihe Reagan administration in 
March, added that he would like to 

ciaries vouchen for private health 
insuranc6. 

health experience. 
Koop said yesterday, “I truly be- 

lieve the smoke Screen of various 
rea.vons why 1 was not suitable for 
this job were just cover-up for the 
fact that I had been an outspoken fbe 
of abortIon.” 

WASHINGTON -The nation’s new 
Surtzeon aeoeral says the Reagan 
ad&nistr?&n may- tnclude some 
form of CaIaStrODhtC health msur- 
ante tn ttS healthiare proposals. 

Dr. C. Everett Koop said this week 
that both be and his bou. Richard S. 
SchweIker. Health and Human Servi- 
ces secretary. beircve the govern- 
ment Should prorect famlhes ngalnst 
“crlpphng lloanclal circumstances” 
caused by illness. 

Koop. m his first interview since 
the Senate confirmed him Monday 
ancr a long nomination battle. also 
sad he hopes to See federal rules 
changed So that those with chronic 
health problems can get federally 
subsidized care at home Instead of 
&v;;~ to be hospitalized to qualify 

But Koop. who was outspoken in 
his oppnsnion to abortion before 

see the government play a lessdirect 
role a~ a healthcare provider. 

Asked if he believed the govern- 
ment should be pay,ng the health 
bills of nearly 60 million elderly, 
disobled or poor Rmerlcans through 
Medicare and MedicaId. Koop re 
plied: “I certainly would favor n rc- 
turn to medIcal care of that sort by 
the private Seclor If it were possible. 
but I don’t think Ihat complete shift 
is possible in the foreseeable future.” 

The Reagan administratlon may 
ask Congress for changes in the 556 
billion Medicare and Medicaid grb 
grams as part of the sc+called he&h- 
care comuetition bill Schwetker’s 
departmen’t 1s drafting, the Secre 
tary’s aIdes say. 

The aides have said the bill could 
limit the tax-free staius of employees’ 
health benefits. but also might exper. 
iment with giving Medicare benefi- 

An administration source who 
asked not IO be named yesterday said 
it WBS possible that catastrophic in. 
surance could be t’equircd under the 
vouchers or under prtvate plans 
once a farmly’s medIcal bills exceed- 
ed some limii. 

Koop. 65. said he would not want 
catastrophic insurance to become 
“the thin edge of the wedge” to move 
this country toward a national 
health se&e like that of Great Brat- 
ain. 

“But I do think there are crippling 
financial &cumstances to c&taG 
kinds of health that no one family 
can pick up these days. We cer- 
tainlv *ould look forward IO build- 
ing ii into Some place So thal that 
n&d was met.” he said. referrIng to 
the bill. 

Proposals drafted by Schweiker’s 
agency will be sent to a catnner coun- 
cil and then President Reagan lor 
approval before going to Congress. 

Koop stud he would nol use his new 
position “as a pulpIt for my own 
vtews about abortion.“, 

Although Koop won InternatIonal 
fame a pediatric surgeon at Ch& 
dren’s Hospital in Phtladelphia. the 
American Public Health Assoclanon 
lobbled agelnst Ins nommanon on 
the ground that he had no public- 

Abortion was barely mentIoned on 
the Scnale floor before the 6R21 vofe 
that confirmed Koop. But Sen. Ed- 
ward M. Kennedy (0.. Mass.) said the 
surgeon was being “insenslclve” to 
women and “out of touch” with Iheir 
role in the work place. 

Koop Said. “That’s absolutely un- 
true. I look upon myself as a champI- 
on of women. I h&e traIned more 
femaie oediatric surzeotts than atty. 
one e&In this county.” 

He said the coritenlion stemmed 
from a 1979 commencement address 
he gave “lo a group of young ladies 
graduating from a finishing school,” 
In which he told them it wasall right 
“to be a wife and mother. They &d 
not have to conform to a career if 
that gave them pleasure.” 

As Surgeon general. Koop heads 
the 7,M)Omember U.S. Public Health 
Service corps that is &patched to 
emergencies hke the Mount St. He. 
lens eruptIon and the Three !41lt 
Island nuclear accident. He IS no1 tn 
charge of the NatIonal lnstltutes of 
Health. the Food and Drum AdmIms 
tratjott’ or other arms of ihe Public 
Health Setvtce. 


